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The Book of Ruth and the Storyline of the Bible 
 

The Bible is a well crafted literary work.  In fact, it is The Story from which all stories find their 
footing.  The desire of this short article is to note how the Son and His seed is The Story.  Before 
going any further, let us acknowledge that everyone has an agenda.  Regardless as to how 
obscure or open this agenda is, there is always an underlying element that motives the story.  
In the November issue of WORLD magazine, Andree Seu comments on this idea in her short 
editorial entitled, “Real Life: Those who try to define it for us always have an agenda 
(November 20, 2010, 91).”  Her comments are insightful. 
 

“What is the purpose of telling stories, ever think of that? Here is a better question: 
What is God's purpose in telling stories? God Himself is a storyteller, and we are to be 
‘imitators of God’ (Ephesians 5:1). What kinds of characters does He draw? What is His 
agenda in telling the story? Every writer of movies, plays, and musicals has an agenda. 
From The Three Little Pigs to Brokeback Mountain, somebody is sending you a message, 
spliced in with the Pepsi ads. Call it ideological product placement, or embedded 
marketing. What is ‘real life’? Who are you going to let define it for you?” 

 
God has an agenda in creating.  There is an agenda behind the Trinity and incarnation, the 
cross and resurrection.  This agenda drives The Story.  What we always need to correct is the 
misconception of how sin might be perceived as a knowable but unintended consequence of 
free moral agents.  This however, removes God from being the primary writer of the Story.  
Genesis 3:15 is not a reaction by God because of an accident within humanity.  Genesis 3:15 is 
part of the Story written from the beginning.  When God created all things He equally created 
Lucifer, a significant and notable angel of light.  Lucifer rebelled against God.  This rebellion 
was directed at the second member of the God-head.  Lucifer loathed the Son’s unique status 
and desired to replace Him by destroying Him.   Prior to Adam’s sin, Lucifer was already 
seeking to destroy the Son and then the Son’s seed.  This pursuit of destruction can be traced 
throughout the Word of God.  Every inclusion of perceived folly in the seed’s journey is the 
triumph of the woman’s seed in God’s march toward fulfillment and victory.  The temptation 
of Jesus in the wilderness is his attempt at thwarting the Son’s victory.  In the Garden of 
Gethsemane he was there whispering doubt and denial.  At the cross he genuinely believed he 
had stopped The Story.  His rage against the woman’s seed has only accelerated by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 
Genesis 3:15 is not the beginning of the seed promise.  The Son and His seed predate our 
introduction to the Story in Genesis 3.  Jesus Christ is the fullest and final embodiment of the 
woman’s seed promised in Genesis 3:15 whereby the serpent’s head would be crushed.  If one 
were to work back from the fulfillment to the initial promise through the various shadows, 
they would see how The Story unfolds.   
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The promise of Genesis 3:15 creates longing within His people for fulfillment.  From the very 
beginning of child-bearing, each birth held hope that this child would be the one who would 
bring an end to the serpent and his seed. 
 
The seed promise and the longing of God’s people can be traced through four larger 
movements: Primeval history (Gen. 1-11), Patriarchal history (Gen. 12-50), Judicial history 
(Exod. – 1 Sam.), Monarchical history (1 Sam. 1-Malachi) and finally Jesus (Matt. 1-Rev. 22).  
The seed promise will come through Noah, his son Shem, his descendent Terah who would be 
the father of Abraham (Gen. 11:10-32).  Through Abraham and his wife Sarah would be the 
fulfillment of the seed promise in the birth of Isaac (Gen. 17:19; 21:12).  Isaac would give birth 
to Jacob through whom the seed promise would continue its march toward ultimate 
fulfillment (Rom. 9:9-13).  Jacob would have two wives, Leah and Rachel.  Through them 
twelve sons would be born.  Through Leah, the seed promise  would come through Judah 
(Gen. 49:10; Num. 24:17).  It is of interest to note how Rachel is the one whom Jacob loved, not 
Leah.  Leah was not his first choice, but it is through Leah the seed promise continues.  Judah 
would function as a kinsman-redeemer for his son’s wife Tamar (Gen. 38).  It is worth noting 
how Tamar is a Canaanite and she will have to deceive her father-in-law to function as a 
kinsman-redeemer.  She will through her father-in-law give birth to Perez (Gen. 38:29).  The 
genealogy of Perez is noted in Genesis 46:12; Numbers 26:19-22.  This same genealogy will 
resurface in Ruth 4:12-22. 
 
Elimelech, the father-in-law of Ruth, is from the tribe of Judah.  Boaz, who is the kinsman-
redeemer, is also from Judah.  The father of Boaz is Salmon (Ruth 4:21) and his mother’s name 
is Rahab (Matt. 1:5).  It is noteworthy to remember the land conquest, the fall of Jericho and 
Rahab the harlot (Josh. 2, 6; Heb. 11:31; James 2:25).   
 
The brief genealogy given in Ruth spans a period of 490 years in just five generations—Ruth, 
Boaz, Obed, Jesse, David—an average period of 98 years between generations. We know that 
David was a son of Jesse’s old age, and that Boaz was Ruth’s second husband. This suggests 
Rahab achieved great longevity and was probably well advanced in years when she gave birth 
to Boaz.   
 
Boaz takes Ruth as his wife and enables the line of Elimelech to continue and through whom 
King David.  Yet the inclusion of a Moabite into the seed promise is one of great mystery.  It is 
at this time we wish to note the Moabites and their rise to fame. 
 
The Moabites are the descendents of Lot by Lot through his eldest daughter (Gen. 19:37).  
What an inglorious beginning.  The Bible prohibits such action and identifies such as sin.  By 
the time of the Exodus, the Moabites are marked as the enemies of Israel (Exod. 15:15; Num. 
21:29).  This animosity will prove unrelenting.  When the Israelites wandered in the 
wilderness, the leadership of Moab sought to aggressively curse the people of Israel (Num. 22).  
The Moabites were not passive in their aggression toward the Israelites.  They actively sought 
their demise.  Although the Moabites sought their cursing, Balaam the son of Beor spoke of 
Israel’s salvation and Moab’s condemnation (Num. 24:17).  The Moabites are portrayed as 
immoral and idolatrous and a means of attacking the seed of the woman in Numbers 25:1ff 
(Judges 10:6; 1 Kings 11:7, 33).  Because we know the fuller Story, we cannot allow this part of 
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the narrative to be lost on us as it relates to the Book of Ruth and the seed’s lineage.  The quest 
for moral purity was violent and brutal (Num. 31:1-20).   
 
Israel sought peace with the Moabites, but they were the aggressor in seeking Israel’s 
destruction.  God gave explicit instruction “not to harass Moab” (Deut. 2:9).  Moses will be 
buried in a valley in the land of Moab (Deut. 34:6).  God would use the Moabites to 
“discipline” His people because of their disobedience (Judges 3:12).   
 
It is within the context of the Book of Judges that we are introduced to the Moabite Ruth (Ruth 
1:1, 2, 22; 2:6).  Ruth will become part of David’s lineage and thus included in the line of Jesus 
Christ (Ruth 4; Matthew 1).  During the Monarchy, the Moabites continued as enemies of Israel 
(1 Sam. 14:47; 2 Kings 1:1; 3:5).  As a fugitive from King Saul, King David found a refuge for 
his parents among the Moabites (1 Sam. 22:3, 4).  King David would ultimately subjugate the 
Moabites (2 Sam. 8:2).  The eschatos speaks of Moab and Ammon in subjection to the nation of 
Israel (Isa. 11:14; Zeph. 2:9).  The Prophets speak emphatically against the nation of Moab and 
her future destruction (Isa. 15, 16; Jere. 25:17-27; 48; Amos 2). 
 
Why is this narrative so significant in our journey within the Story and toward God’s 
fulfillment?  The Story we find ourselves in is often replete with twists and turns that make no 
earthly sense.  It is often marked by heartache and sorrow.  We are lonely and isolated with 
feelings of insignificance and inadequacy.  Many within the line of promise failed to cling to 
the hope of a future seed.  Many are swallowed up in the dark recesses of forgotten times.  Yet 
God is always working and nothing is obscure or unmarked by God.  He knits sin’s tragedy 
into His Story and although it would appear safer to believe God reacts, there is so much 
inclusion that it would appear God is the teller of the tale and we are the subjects who support 
the ongoing advancement of His Story. 
 
No one would read the various pieces of Moab and conclude them as part of the Messiah’s 
lineage.  Who would write such a Story whereby the prophesied seed of the woman would 
crush the head of the serpent in Genesis 3:15 coming from an incestuous union?   
 
How many of us have been the consequence of rape or incest or as unwanted children and 
thus have felt like the outcast and offspring of rejection, yet God has written into His Story 
such earthly tragedy.  Why?  Fundamentally it is so no one can boast, so that His people might 
trust Him even when the night is dark and the journey long. 
 
God brings us into such seasons so that we might long for His coming.  If you are so imbedded 
in the things of this world that to leave would be loss, then I would invite you to consider the 
claim of Christ on your life.  If you find yourself swallowed up by the pain of rejection and loss 
and bitterness and heartache, then I would invite you to remember the Story.   
 
You might be the Naomi or the Ruth or the Elimelech within your own Story.  Friend, God has 
not abandoned you.  You are a part of His one Story.  May He enable us to rest in Him 
knowing He is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be unkind. 
 

 


